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Maundy Thursday, April 4, 2021

+IN THE UPPER ROOM +

PRELUDE
WELCOME
CALL TO WORSHIP

One:  Come to the upper room,

Many: where Christ shared his body and blood.
One:  Come to Gethsemane,

Many: where he prayed and was betrayed.

One:  Come to the courts of justice,

Many: where the Righteous One was found guilty.
One:  Come to the hill outside Jerusalem,

Many: where the innocent suffered and died.

One:  Come, let us bow down in awe,

Many: for what happened there was done for us.

“COME AS YOU ARE” David Crowder
Offered by Rich Graham and Amory Merriman

INVOCATION

Ever-gracious God, we gather in this evening hour as friends gathered with Jesus in an Upper Room long ago. We
come bearing the marks and burdens of a bitter and broken world. We come from anonymous places, with dry and
thirsty spirits. Remind us, in the breaking of the bread, of our need and of your great sufficiency. Refresh us and
make us whole with the cup of forgiveness. Draw us nearer to each other in mutual service and closer to you in the
covenant of faithfulness and thanksgiving. As the night advances, deepen in us a sense of your steadfast love for us
in Jesus Christ, our friend and Redeemer, who taught us to pray, saying “Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed
be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.”

STATEMENT OF PREPARATION

One year ago there were 3 or 4 of us in this space — everyone else was at home, sitting with their families,
remembering this night in their living rooms. Some have gathered in the sanctuary this evening, but we still
cannot safely partake of this sacred feast as we have in years past. However, we have a unique
opportunity to experience this communion moment as a family of faith, by bearing witness as our sisters
and brothers in the faith step forward, take hands at the Table of Love and Redemption, and serve one



another. Throughout the course of the service, each family unit — even if it is a family of one — will have the
opportunity to come to the table, break bread, pour into the cup, and remember Christ. The rest of us will
silently pray God’s blessings upon each person as we watch them engage with the Divine. This is a sacred
privilege. | am grateful for your presence in this moment.

For those of you worshipping from home, you also are a part of this most holy of evenings. You will hear
the words several times tonight — the words about Jesus breaking the bread and claiming it as his body, the
words about the cup being a covenant — a promise — in his blood - the words about remembrance. You
have come to this sacred space with bread and cup. When you feel moved to partake of this simple, yet
most loving feast, do so. When we enter “The Shadows” — hearing various scripture texts describe the
events leading to Christ's death, a candle will be extinguished as we move closer to the crucifixion. If you
have seven candles at home, light them now if you have not done so yet. You may move from light into the
darkness of agony, exhaustion, betrayal, abandonment, ridicule, and finally, death.

The prayers we will use tonight come from the Jewish tradition that Jesus was familiar with. They are the
prayers he would have said over the bread and wine, statements of thanksgiving to God. As we bow in
prayer, we invite you to put yourself at the table with the Twelve and with Jesus--and to listen to what Jesus
is wanting to share with you.

(A family is invited to the table)

HYMN “When | Survey the Wondrous Cross”
RH#194,v1 &2

When | survey the wondrous cross on which the Prince of glory died,
my richest gain | count but loss, and pour contempt on all my pride.

Forbid it, Lord, that | should boast, save in the death of Christ, my God;
all the vain things that charm me most | sacrifice them to his blood.

PRAYER OF BLESSING

Blessed are You, our God, King of the Universe, who brings forth bread from the earth.
Blessed are You, our God, King of the Universe, who creates the fruit of the vine. Amen.

MARK 14:22-25 (adapted)

When evening came, Jesus was reclining at the table with the twelve. While they were eating, Jesus took bread,
gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, "Take and eat; this is my body."

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and offered it to them, saying, "Drink from it all of you. This is my blood of the
covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins."

CHALLENGE OF CHRIST John 13:1-17

Jesus knew that he had come from God and would go back to God. He also knew that the Father had given him
complete power. So during the meal Jesus got up, removed his outer garment, and wrapped a towel around his
waist. He put some water into a large bowl. Then he began washing his disciples' feet and drying them with the towel
he was wearing.

But when he came to Simon Peter, that disciple asked, "Lord, are you going to wash my feet?"

Jesus answered, "You don't really know what | am doing, but later you will understand."

"You will never wash my feet!" Peter replied.

"If I don't wash you," Jesus told him, "you don't really belong to me."

Peter said, "Lord, don't wash just my feet. Wash my hands and my head."



After Jesus had washed his disciples' feet and had put his outer garment back on, he sat down again. Then he said,
"Do you understand what | have done? You call me your teacher and Lord, and you should, because that is who |
am. And if your Lord and teacher has washed your feet, you should do the same for each other. | have set the
example, and you should do for each other exactly what | have done for you. | tell you for certain that servants are
not greater than their master, and messengers are not greater than the one who sent them. you know these things,
and God will bless you, if you do them.

(A family is invited to come to the table)

INVITATION TO SERVANTHOOD

We have come tonight as disciples...and we are called to be servants. We come, asking God to prepare
our hearts and our hands for service. We are challenged to take Christ's example into our hearts--to
humble ourselves and to love one another. We come, asking for forgiveness, asking to be washed clean.
We invite you to consider your willingness to be a servant by washing the hands of a family member with
the sanitizer given you when you came in. If you are here alone, my hands are gloved and | will come to
you and wash your hands.

HYMN “When | Survey the Wondrous Cross”
RH#194,v3 &4

See, from his head, his hands, his feet, sorrow and love flow mingled down!
Did e’er such love and sorrow meet, or thorns compose so rich a crown?

Were the whole realm of nature mine, that were a present far too small;
love so amazing, so divine, demands my soul, my life, my all.

+ IN THE SHADOWS +

INTRODUCTION

There were shadows in the upper room that night...shadows that were sensed by the disciples but that
could not be spoken. Jesus knew what the following days would hold for him...knew how much those
experiences would test not only him but would also test his followers.

As they left the upper room this night, it seemed as though they were walking into a darkness with no
ending. We know the ending--the ending that was the beginning. But as we prepare to leave, let us
remember the dark time the followers experienced the next few days. Only in doing that can we truly
understand what we will experience on Sunday.

After each of the scriptures is read, one small candle is blown out.

MATTHEW 26:20-25 — Contemporary English Version (CEV)

221 When Jesus was eating with his twelve disciples that evening, he said, “One of you will surely hand me over to
my enemies.”

22 The disciples were very sad, and each one said to Jesus, “Lord, you can’t mean me!”

ZHe answered, “One of you men who has eaten with me from this dish will betray me. 2¢ The Son of Man will die, as
the Scriptures say. But it's going to be terrible for the one who betrays me! That man would be better off if he had
never been born.”



%5 Judas said, “Teacher, you surely don't mean me!”
“That's what you say!” Jesus replied. But later, Judas did betray him.
(A family is invited to come to the table)

HYMN “Let Us Break Bread Together”
RH #425, v 1

Let us break bread together on our knees; (on our knees)
Let us break bread together on our knees. (on our knees)
When | fall on my knees, with my face to the rising sun,
O Lord, have mercy on me.

LUKE 22:40-44 - The Message

39-40| eaving there, he went, as he so often did, to Mount Olives. The disciples followed him. When they arrived at the
place, he said, “Pray that you don't give in to temptation.”

4144 He pulled away from them about a stone’s throw, knelt down, and prayed, “Father, remove this cup from me. But
please, not what | want. What do you want?” At once an angel from heaven was at his side, strengthening him. He
prayed on all the harder. Sweat, wrung from him like drops of blood, poured off his face.

(A family is invited to come to the table)

HYMN “Let Us Break Bread Together”

RH #425, v 2
Let us drink wine together on our knees; (on our knees)
Let us drink wine together on our knees. (on our knees)
When I fall on my knees, with my face to the rising sun,
O Lord, have mercy on me.

MATTHEW 26:40-45 - CEV

40 He came back and found his disciples sleeping. So he said to Peter, “Can’t any of you stay awake with me for just
one hour? 4! Stay awake and pray that you won't be tested. You want to do what is right, but you are weak.”

42 Again Jesus went to pray and said, “My Father, if there is no other way, and | must suffer, | will still do what you
want.”

43 Jesus came back and found them sleeping again. They simply could not keep their eyes open. #He left them and
prayed the same prayer once more.

45 Finally, Jesus returned to his disciples and said, “Are you still sleeping and resting?@ The time has come for the
Son of Man to be handed over to sinners.

(A family is invited to come to the table)

HYMN “Let Us Break Bread Together”
RH #425,v 3

Let us praise God together on our knees; (on our knees)
Let us praise God together on our knees. (on our knees)
When | fall on my knees, with my face to the rising sun,
O Lord, have mercy on me.


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+26%3A40-45+&version=CEV#fen-CEV-22066a

MATTHEW 26:47-50, 55-56 — CEV " Jesus was still speaking, when Judas the betrayer came up. He was one
of the twelve disciples, and a large mob armed with swords and clubs was with him. They had been sent by the chief
priests and the nation’s leaders. ¢ Judas had told them ahead of time, “Arrest the man | greet with a kiss.”@

4 Judas walked right up to Jesus and said, “Hello, teacher.” Then Judas kissed him.

50 Jesus replied, “My friend, why are you here?"®

The men grabbed Jesus and arrested him.

% Jesus said to the mob, “Why do you come with swords and clubs to arrest me like a criminal? Day after day | sat
and taught in the temple, and you didn’t arrest me. % But all this happened, so that what the prophets wrote would
come true.”

All of Jesus' disciples left him and ran away.

(A family is invited to come to the table)

HYMN “What Wondrous Love Is This”
RH #200, v 1

What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul,
what wondrous love is this, O my soul!
What wondrous love is this that caused the Lord of bliss
to bear the dreadful curse for my soul, for my soul,
to bear the dreadful curse for my soul!

MATTHEW 26:59-67 — New Living Translation

% |nside, the leading priests and the entire high council@ were trying to find witnesses who would lie about Jesus, so
they could put him to death. 89 But even though they found many who agreed to give false witness, they could not use
anyone’s testimony. Finally, two men came forward 8 who declared, “This man said, ‘l am able to destroy the Temple
of God and rebuild it in three days.”

62 Then the high priest stood up and said to Jesus, “Well, aren’t you going to answer these charges? What do you
have to say for yourself?” 83 But Jesus remained silent. Then the high priest said to him, “l demand in the name of the
living God—tell us if you are the Messiah, the Son of God.”

6 Jesus replied, “You have said it. And in the future you will see the Son of Man seated in the place of power at
God'’s right hand® and coming on the clouds of heaven."ld

8 Then the high priest tore his clothing to show his horror and said, “Blasphemy! Why do we need other witnesses?
You have all heard his blasphemy. 8 What is your verdict?”

“Guilty!” they shouted. “He deserves to die!”

6 Then they began to spit in Jesus’ face and beat him with their fists. And some slapped him...

(A family is invited to come to the table)

HYMN “What Wondrous Love Is This”
RH #200, v 2

When | was sinking down, sinking down, sinking down,
when | was sinking down, sinking down;
when | was sinking down beneath God’s righteous frown,
Christ laid aside his crown for my soul, for my soul,
Christ laid aside his crown for my soul!


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+26%3A47-50%2C+55-56+&version=CEV#fen-CEV-22069a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+26%3A47-50%2C+55-56+&version=CEV#fen-CEV-22071b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+26%3A59-67+&version=NLT#fen-NLT-24087a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+26%3A59-67+&version=NLT#fen-NLT-24092b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+26%3A59-67+&version=NLT#fen-NLT-24092c

MARK 15:12-20 — The Message

1112 Byt the high priests by then had worked up the crowd to ask for the release of Barabbas. Pilate came back, “So
what do | do with this man you call King of the Jews?”

3 They yelled, “Nail him to a cross!”

14 Pilate objected, “But for what crime?”

But they yelled all the louder, “Nail him to a cross!”

15 Pilate gave the crowd what it wanted, set Barabbas free and turned Jesus over for whipping and crucifixion.

16-20 The soldiers took Jesus into the palace (called Praetorium) and called together the entire brigade. They dressed
him up in purple and put a crown plaited from a thornbush on his head. Then they began their mockery: “Bravo, King
of the Jews!” They banged on his head with a club, spit on him, and knelt down in mock worship. After they had had
their fun, they took off the purple cape and put his own clothes back on him. Then they marched out to nail him to the
Cross.

(A family is invited to come to the table)

HYMN “What Wondrous Love Is This”

RH #200, v 3
To God and to the Lamb I will sing, | will sing,
to God and to the Lamb | will sing!
To God and to the Lamb, who is the great “I AM,”
while millions join the theme, | will sing, | will sing,
while millions join the theme, | will sing!

LUKE 23:33-37 - The Message

33 \When they got to the place called Skull Hill, they crucified him, along with the criminals, one on his right, the other
on his left.

3-35 Jesus prayed, “Father, forgive them; they don’'t know what they're doing.”

Dividing up his clothes, they threw dice for them. The people stood there staring at Jesus, and the ringleaders made
faces, taunting, “He saved others. Let's see him save himselfl The Messiah of God—ha! The Chosen—ha!”

%-37 The soldiers also came up and poked fun at him, making a game of it. They toasted him with sour wine: “So
you're King of the Jews! Save yourself!”

(A family is invited to come to the table)

HYMN “What Wondrous Love Is This”

RH #200, v 4
And when from death I'm free, I'll sing on, I'll sing on,
and when from death I'm free, I'll sing on!
And when from death I'm free, I'll sing and joyful be,
and through eternity I'll sing on, I'll sing on,
and through eternity I'll sing on!

+ SENDING FORTH +

JOHN 1:1-5 - CEV

'In the beginning was the one who is called the Word.
The Word was with God

and was truly God.

2From the very beginning the Word was with God.

3 And with this Word, God created all things.



Nothing was made without the Word.

Everything that was created

4received its life from him,

and his life gave light to everyone.

5The light keeps shining in the dark, and darkness has never put it out

Go now in silence, letting the light of the Word that keeps shining in the dark speak for you.



